
Author: Grzeliński Adam   
Title: THE NATURE OF LANGUAGE AND THE LANGUAGE OF NATURE IN THE 
PHILOSOPHY OF GEORGE BERKELEY (Natura języka i język natury w filozofii 
Berkeleya) 
Source: Filo-Sofija   
year: 2007, vol:.7, number: 2007/1, pages: 83-93 
Keywords: BERKELEY, HUMAN EXPERIENCE, CONCEPTION OF LANGUAGE, 
NEGATION OF ABSTRACT IDEAS 
Discipline: PHILOSOPHY  
Language: POLISH 
Document type: ARTICLE 
Publication order reference (Primary author’s office address):  
E-mail:  
www:  

Abstract The main scope of the essay is to give a short 
description of the role of language in Berkeley’s philosophy. 
Berkeley points out that language does not refer to the 
experience as such (as Locke maintained), but is always a tool 
to construct a model of the experience. Many of the best known 
motifs of Berkeleyan philosophy (such as his negation of 
abstract ideas, and his denial of distinction between primary 
and secondary qualities of bodies) serve the same goal: a new 
conception of language, in which the language plays quite a 
different role in human experience – the role of changing human 
attitudes. In turn the impressive function of language is 
essential for apprehension the Berkeley’s conception of nature 
understood as the language of God. 
 


