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Abstract According to epistemic theory of meaning the 
meaning is not understanding-transcendent – understanding is 
a kind of knowledge and the meaning is the content of this 
knowledge. The main problem of such a theory is to provide an 
adequate characteristic of the notion of knowledge. Dummett 
claims that understanding cannot be reduced neither to purely 
practical abilities, nor to explicit theoretical knowledge. In his 
opinion the most important part of the knowledge that 
constitutes understanding is a kind of implicit knowledge, 
something halfway between practical ability and theoretical 
knowledge. Unfortunately is not so simple to provide sufficiently 
clear characteristics of it. Moreover, because of implicitness of 
this knowledge, there is problem with manifestation of 
possession of such knowledge. Understanding should be 
related to the practice of making assertions. In the article I try to 
argue for soundness of thesis that important part of knowledge 
that constitutes understanding is a kind of procedural 
knowledge. This type of knowledge (called “knowledge-how”) 
cannot be reduced to propositional or conceptual knowledge 
(“knowledge-that”). Procedural knowledge has manifestation in 
activities doing in accordance with some set of the rules, but 
possession of this knowledge does not require explicit 
knowledge-that of the rules. Procedural knowledge is also 
located in the middle of the spectrum – between reflex actions 
and theoretical knowledge. 
 


