Author: Boruszewski Jarostaw

Title: PROBLEMS WITH THE NOTION OF KNOWLEDGE WITHIN THE
FRAMEWORK OF MICHAEL DUMMETT’S EPISTEMIC THEORY OF MEANING
(Problemy z pojeciem wiedzy w ramach epistemicznej koncepcji znaczenia Michaela
Dummetta)

Source: Filo-Sofija

year: 2007, vol:.7, number: 2007/1, pages: 207-222

Keywords: DUMMETT, EPISTEMIC THEORY OF MEANING, KNOWLEDGE
Discipline: PHILOSOPHY

Language: POLISH

Document type: ARTICLE

Publication order reference (Primary author’s office address):

E-mail:

WWW:

Abstract According to epistemic theory of meaning the
meaning is not understanding-transcendent — understanding is
a kind of knowledge and the meaning is the content of this
knowledge. The main problem of such a theory is to provide an
adequate characteristic of the notion of knowledge. Dummett
claims that understanding cannot be reduced neither to purely
practical abilities, nor to explicit theoretical knowledge. In his
opinion the most important part of the knowledge that
constitutes understanding is a kind of implicit knowledge,
something halfway between practical ability and theoretical
knowledge. Unfortunately is not so simple to provide sufficiently
clear characteristics of it. Moreover, because of implicitness of
this knowledge, there is problem with manifestation of
possession of such knowledge. Understanding should be
related to the practice of making assertions. In the article | try to
argue for soundness of thesis that important part of knowledge
that constitutes understanding is a kind of procedural
knowledge. This type of knowledge (called “knowledge-how”)
cannot be reduced to propositional or conceptual knowledge
(“knowledge-that”). Procedural knowledge has manifestation in
activities doing in accordance with some set of the rules, but
possession of this knowledge does not require explicit
knowledge-that of the rules. Procedural knowledge is also
located in the middle of the spectrum — between reflex actions
and theoretical knowledge.



